GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
But Hider is racially not a Prussian; yet his declared
policy seems to have been endorsed by the whole nation.
No democratic Government in the world, for instance,
could possibly force its sailors to bomb and shoot un-
armed fishermen, to torpedo, in the open ocean, mer-
chantmen who are more often of neutral than belligerent
nations. If this insanity is of Prussian origin, the disease
must have already spread to the brachycephalic races of
Southern Germany as well; and the problem before the
Allied Governments therefore will not be quite so simple
as dealing with an uneducated fanatic like Hider and the
degenerate sycophants who form his 'Government/
Wilfred Trotter knew the difficulty of reshaping the
psychological configuration of a horde. This is not a
war over dynastic claims, economic competitions, or
territorial rights, which might be settled by some form of
compromise; we are up against a definite departure from
recognised standards of civilisation.
The great contribution which many Germans gave in
the past to the whole body of cultural subjects is still often,
and rightly, quoted; but less often is mentioned the fact
that the principal output was after 1870, when the Jews
were emancipated, admitted to the Universities and to
other forms of citizenship, including even intermarriage
with Germans. Since 1933 the Universities have been
wholly denuded of their 'liberal' professors, the output of
research has almost stopped, and, more than ever before,
the Germans seem now to have lost all capability of
understanding the mentality of other nations.
Professor Hearnshaw has righdy named his epilogue
'Germania contra Mundum.5    His authoritative book
takes a special place of its own among the foundation data
necessary for studying the new phenomenon of Hiderism.
EDINBURGH, March 1940.
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